PRESS RELEASE:Over 4250 CHILDREN MISSING OUT IN PALMERSTON NORTH.   


	Over 4,250 children living in Palmerston North’s poorest homes are missing out on supplementary assistance due to administrative failings in the Department of Work and Income”, says social policy researcher Graham Howell.   “In total, beneficiaries are missing out on $2.3 million a year.”


	Mr Howell, co-author of the Downtown Community Ministry’s Still Missing Out, has identified over 3,200 beneficiary households living in Palmerston North and receiving the Accommodation Supplement are eligible for the Special Benefit - the Government’s ‘safety net’.   This represents two-thirds of working age beneficaiies.   On average couples on the benefit with one child have a weekly entitlement of $13.80 based on their accommodation costs alone.    If couples have two or more children their entitlement to Special Benefit averages $17.65.   Sole parents have an average weekly deficit of $12.10 if they have one child, and $16.70 if they have two or more children in their care.


	“The alarming aspect of my research”, says Mr Howell, “is that every Departmental case-manager knows the accommodation costs of the beneficiaries they are meant to be helping.   Yet very few are even asked to apply for the Special Benefit, which for many is the difference between paying for their children’s prescriptions, having to go to a foodbank or paying the power bill on time.”


	The Palmerston North findings are part of a nation-wide project that identified 170,000 households were eligible for the Special Benefit, yet less than 11,000 were in receipt of it.    Mr Howell urges Departmental staff to change their mind-set.   “They need to start to alleviate poverty, not be part of the cause.”
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